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Parish Bulletin 

Blessed Be Our  

Lord God! 

Христос Воскрес!  Воістину Воскрес!  
Christ Is Risen!  Indeed He Is Risen! 

 

Palm Sunday 
The Lord’s Entry Into Jerusalem 

 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

 

 

Palm Sunday is celebrated the Sunday before Easter. It holds deep reli-
gious significance for Christians around the world. Palm Sunday marks 
the beginning of Holy Week. Holy Week ends with the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Palm Sunday serves as a day of reflection on 
Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem. There, crowds laid palm branch-
es and their coats on the road as they proclaimed him as their Savior. 
These acts symbolize reverence everywhere!  Jesus’ humility and im-
pending sacrifice were both present in the midst of these celebrations.  

As we participate in Palm Sunday services, we get to experience the cele-
bration of this day and the suffering that will come at the end of the 
week. Observing Palm Sunday helps us prepare, spiritually, for Easter 
and the resurrection. Through observing Palm Sunday, we are reminded 
of the hope and redemption that Easter represents. Jesus’ victory over 
death is at the heart of our faithence and hope, Palm Sunday sets the 
stage for the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

‘Lest we forget, Palm Sunday is all about Jesus. He is the focus of not on-
ly this day but also this Holy Week. The tradition of recognizing Palm 

Sunday focuses on the values of humilty, service, and peace. Jesus riding 
into Jerusalem on a donkey, rather than like a King on a majestic horse, 

modeled for us the importance of humility and serving others. These vir-
tues inspire us to seek ways to strengthen our communities. 
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S t .  M i c h a e l ’ s  U k r a i n i a n  O r t h o d o x  P a r i s h  

Winter / Spring, 2026 

 
Great Lent (March 23rd – April 12th ) 

Great Lent Services  
 

“Triumph of Orthodoxy Vespers”, Sunday, March 1st 
St. John’s Cathedral, 6 pm 

Procession of Icons 
 

Second Sunday of Lent: St Gregory Palamas, March 8th ,  
                                               Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
Soul Saturday, March 14th -Memorial Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Lent: Venerable John Clinacus, March 22nd – 
                                               Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
 
Palm Sunday – “Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem”,  
                                        April 5th - Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
                                         Blessing of Pussy Willows 
Great & Holy Wednesday, April 8th – Holy Unction Service - St. Elias Church, 6 pm 
Great & Holy Thursday, April 9th—{There will be no reading of Passion Gospels at St. 
Michael’s church this year.  You are encouraged to attend readings at any of the Edmonton 
sister parishes.) 
Great & Holy Friday, April 10th 5:30 p.m. 

{Procession of the Shroud / Holy Epitphios} 
Great & Holy Saturday, April 11th 3 p.m. {Bringing of the Shroud into the Altar) 

Blessing of Easter Baskets 
Easter Sunday, April 12th – Bright Resurrection of Christ (PASCHA) 

Liturgy & Blessing of Easter Baskets, 8 a.m. 
2nd Sunday After Easter, April 19 th – Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

 Easter Brunch 
 

Sunday of the Paralytic, May 3rd – Liturgy, 10 a.m 
(Mother’s Day—May 10th)  

Sunday of the Blind Man, May17th—Liturgy. 10 a.m. 
Trinity  Sunday (Pentecost), May 31st—Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

“Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles” 
 

The Apostle Fast—June 8th—28th 
 

2nd Sunday After Pentecost, June14th—Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
4th Sunday After Pentecost, June 28th—Liturgy. 10 a.m. 
 
6th Sunday After Pentecost, July 12th—Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
8th Sunday After Pentecost. July 26th—Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
 

Dormition  Fast—August 1st—15th                                                                                                                                     

Receiving  
Communion,  

also known as the 
Eucharist, is a central 

act of worship in 
many Christian  

traditions,  
symbolizing the body 

and blood of Jesus 
Christ. It's a moment 

of spiritual  
nourishment and  

unity with the  
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Paschal greeting 
The Paschal greeting is a custom among Orthodox Christians, consisting of a greeting 
and response. Instead of "hello" or its equivalent, one is to greet another person with 
"Christ is Risen!". The response is "Truly, He is risen!" (or "Indeed, He is risen!"). This 
greeting is used during liturgical services and informally at other times, starting with 
the feast of Pascha and lasting until Ascension – the period known as the Paschal sea-
son or Paschaltide. 

In practice, this greeting is typically used only with people that one already knows are 
Orthodox. In some cultures (for example in Ukraine), it was also customary to ex-
change a triple kiss after the greeting. Orthodox Christians often compile lists of the 
greeting in various languages, as it is used around the world, and these are sometimes 
recited in church or in other formal settings as an act of Orthodox unity across lan-
guages and cultures. 
 

 
 

Bright Week or Renewal Week (in Greek: Διακαινήσιμος εβδομάδα, Diakainisimos) is the first week 
following the Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which is celebrated each year at 
Pascha. It ends the following Sunday, the Sunday of St. Thomas. For Orthodox Christians Bright 
Week begins a period of celebration that continues for fifty days until Pentecost. 

This celebration includes the practice of the faithful joyously greeting each other with the salutation 
of Christ is Risen, followed by the response Indeed He is Risen or Truly He is Risen, as the whole of 
creation is renewed by Our Lord and Savior. The services of Bright Week are done with the Royal 
Doors fully open. This unblocked view of the altar symbolizes the open door of Christ's empty tomb 
as well as the rent veil of the Jewish Temple, which was torn apart at the moment Christ died. 

The entire week is considered to be one continuous day and the main reason why fasting is com-
pletely prohibited to all Orthodox during the week. 

If it is necessary to conduct a funeral during Bright Week, this service follows the format for Paschal 
Matins, with only a few funeral hymns being chanted. It is held that those Orthodox Christians who 
die in penitence during this time are released from the bonds of their sins and are accepted into the 
Kingdom of  Heaven. 
 
 

 
     Many people in Canada express their gratitude towards mothers and mother figures on Mother’s Day. Mother 
figures may include step-mothers, mothers-in-law, guardians (eg. foster parents), and family friends. It is the time 
for people to thank mothers and mother figures who took the time to care for them and help them through life’s 
challenges. Father’s Day is also celebrated in Canada on the third Sunday of June, when people thank fathers and 
father figures for the positive contributions they made. 

     Some people give cards, flowers, or chocolates, and/or make handmade items or special meals on Mother’s 
Day. Others take their mothers or mother figures to the movies, a restaurant, café, or a day in a park. Some moth-
ers and mother figures also receive special gifts such as jewelry, clothing, accessories, and gift vouchers for ser-
vices or products. 

Mother’s Day is not a federal holiday but it is on a Sunday, when many organizations, schools, and govern-
ment offices are closed. Public transit systems run to their normal Sunday schedules and restaurants may 
be busier than usual as some people take their mothers out for a treat 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Feast
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pascha
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Ascension
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/father-day
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TO: THE CLERGY & FAITHFUL LAY MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING IN THE UKRAINIANORTHODOX 
CHURCH OF CANADA: 

 

This shall serve as official notice of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERSHIP of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada, following the adoption of a motion to convene the AGM at the 28 March 
2026 meeting of the Consistory Board of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, and the blessing 

of the President of the Consistory Board and Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, His 
Eminence Ilarion, Archbishop of Winnipeg & the Central Eparchy, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Or-

thodox Church of Canada. 

The Annual General Meeting of Membership of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church  

of Canada 

shall take place TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 2026, at 18:00 CDT. The meeting shall take place 

online via a virtual meeting platform. 

      

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Women’s Association 

Easter Bazaar 
Saturday, March 28, 2026 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Hall 

12918 – 121 Street 
 

Frozen Pyrohy 
Cabbage Rolls 

Paska and Babka 
 

For information phone  

Holy Wednesday: The Sacrament of Holy Unction 

On Great and Holy Wednesday, the Orthodox Church offers the Sacrament of Holy 
Unction for the healing of body and soul and the forgiveness of sins. The Sacrament is 
performed by a gathering of priests, ideally seven in number, however, it can be per-

formed by a lesser number and even by a single priest. 

https://www.goarch.org/holyunction-learn
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 .All Souls Saturdays-Sorokousty 
      A beautiful part of our Orthodox tradition is praying for those who have departed from this earthly life; 

prayer for the dead is one of the greatest acts of charity we can perform. We pray for the repose of their 

souls, the forgiveness of their sins and that they may rejoice in 

eternal life in heaven.  We pray for the souls of the departed in 

the daily prayers and services of the Church, as well as in our own 

personal prayers and by offering Liturgies for them. 

     Week after week, we remember our departed relatives.  The 

Church dedicates each Saturday of the year to the souls who have 

gone into eternity, but have not yet entered into eternal rest in 

heaven.  In addition, there are certain Saturdays of the Liturgical 

Year which are specifically dedicated to remembering and praying 

for the dead.  These Saturdays are called All Souls Satur-

days.  They include Meat fare Saturday, the second, third, and fourth Saturdays of the Great Fast, and the 

Saturday before Pentecost Sunday. What a joy that the Church gives us days of special prayer on which we 

can give our full attention to our departed  kinsmen that have departed from the ages! 

     Why these specific Saturdays?  The theme of Meat fare Sunday is the Last Judgment.  It is fitting that 

we pray the day before for all Christians who have fallen asleep, especially those for whom no one prays, so 

that they may stand worthily before God at the Final Judgment.  The Saturdays of the Great Fast are ap-

propriate for remembering the dead since this is a time for increased prayer, especially for the repose of 

those who have departed.  Because the descent of the Holy Spirit is the final act in our redemption, we want 

those who have fallen asleep to also share in the graces of this act.  Therefore, we honour their memory on 

the Saturday before Pentecost. 

     How important it is to pray for these people, for people who are our brothers and sisters in Christ, who 

have lived out their lives – some of them long lives, others altogether short, but who have all gone to stand 

before the Face of the Lord; that is, who have all traveled the path along which every one of us must sooner 

or later travel! They know what awaits us, which means that their prayers are beneficial for us. 

     So let us pray for one another: we, for the departed; and the departed, for us – and in this way we will 

all be saved. Let us pray that our life might be at least a little closer to God; let us ask the Lord to save the 

souls of our departed loved ones, friends, relatives, and enemies – everyone who needs our prayers. And let 

us hope that their prayers will, in just the same way, help us to better ourselves and to become more spiritu-

alized and deified. 

 

May the Lord help us all, both the living and the departed – everyone who stands in need of God’s mercy, which 
means all of humankind and, above all, all Christians, for the Apostle Paul said that the Savior came into the world to 
save all men, especially those who believe (cf. 1 Timothy 4:10). Let us be faithful, that the Savior might be our Re-
deemer from the torments of hell and the Source of joy in Himself – Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom is due all glory 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen. 

 

Graveside Services (Provody) 
2026 

Sunday, April 19 – Edmonton Cemetery & Beechmont  
Cemetery, 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 26– .St. Michael Cemetery. 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 3– Evergreen Cemetery. 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 10– St. Stephen Cemetery. 2 p.m. 

 
Private services may be arranged on dates other than those assigned. 
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Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada 
союз українок канади 
відділ княгині ольги 

 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada 

April – May - June 2026 
Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 

 
We are preparing ourselves for the most important celebration in our life – Easter. There is 
so 
much to be done. We need to reflect on our own life, contemplate on our faith, renew our 
spirituality and attend extra services all for the mental and spiritual preparedness of Easter. 
Pray for the elderly, the sick, the deceased, your family and thank the Lord for the little 
things that you are able to enjoy. Check out the Worship Services page in this Bulletin for 
the extra Easter Services. 
 
A very special thank you to Dobr. Marusia and Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Victor Lakusta for 
supporting our Parish and for praying for the continued growth of our church. His Eminence 
Bishop Ilarion has given his blessing to Deacon Anton Lakusta to assist Fr. Victor with the 
Divine Liturgy. We welcome Deacon Anton Lakusta to our Parish who on March 15th has 
been elevated to Protodeacon with a “Kamilavka”  Congratulations! 
 
People who volunteer their services for the good of the church need to be recognized and 
rewarded. Please remember that praise for a person’s effort will serve us well in the future. 
Children do well with praise and encouragement and their self-esteem improves. Adults 
need this as well! 
 
The work of the Women’s Association is vital to the growth of the Parish. Most of the funds 
that are raised from the sale of products: pyrohy, cabbage rolls, etc, is turned over to the 
church for maintenance and operation. This year we will also be sponsoring two children to 
attend Camp Bar-V-Nok. We coordinate various church functions and are responsible for 
organizing catering services. We are very grateful to all the volunteers for their help! 
 
Membership to the UWAC is $20.00 a year. All women are welcome to be a member by 
paying.the fee to Dorothy Stachniak. A receipt will be generated. 
 
Easter Brunch will be held on Sunday, April 19 (St. Thomas Day). Following the Divine 
Liturgy, an EasterBrunch will be held: ham, sausage, potato salad, boiledeggs, cheese, beets 
and mushrooms, etc. There will be a charge of $20.00 per person at the door. Children free. 
 

Mother’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday, May 3. 
 
The Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada is celebrating 
100 th Anniversary in 2026! More information is forthcoming. 

 
Dorothy Stachniak  
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Memorial & General Donations to the Church 

December. January, February & March 
 

Epiphany Donations—January 5th 
Iris Hewko 

Vickie Martinuk & Bohdan Jereniuk 
Judy Rausch 

 
In Memory of Alex & Bessie Zadimersky 

Judy Rausch 
 

In Memory of Stephan Mulyk 
Elaine &Ron Kluchka 

 
In Memory of Maria, Oleksa & Mychayio 

Marian Kacznar 
 

In Memory of Nadine Brow 
Elaine & Ron Kluchka 

 
In Memory of Andy Topolnitsky 

IreneTopolnitsky 
 

General Donations for Church Operations 
Grand Pro Flooring Inc. 

James Kniazky 
Omar Lazarowich 

 
Your significant generosity is greatly appreciated, 

Thank you! 
If anyone was missed, please forgive us, 

All donations are greatly appreciated to financially 
support our parish operations, 

 
Gladys Marie Magega, Parish Treasurer 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Set Aside Earthly Cares 

Each Divine Liturgy, we hear in the Cherubic Hymn, "Let 
us set aside all earthly cares, that we may receive the 
King of all." Consider and determine which household 
tasks, work obligations, weekly errands, pastimes, and 
extracurricular activities can be reasonably set aside or 
postponed in order for every member of the household 
to more fully focus on Christ, as is age appropriate. 

Additionally, consider what other things 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  

Palm Sunday—continued from page 1 

Other congregations, similar to the one in which we 
grew up, encourage participants to spend time in 
personal devotion and prayer. Palm Sunday reflec-
tions and observances point us to Jesus and his vir-
tues of humility and selflessness. Palm Sunday also 
serves as a reminder of the anticipation and hope 
for Christ’s second coming. 

Palm Sunday is a significant day because it connects 
the joyous celebration of Jesus' entry into Jerusa-

lem with the seriousness of His crucifixion and res-
urrection. Palm Sunday prepares us for the hope 
and redemption we experience through Easter. It 
reminds us of the importance of humility, service, 

and peace ... all virtues that Jesus modeled for 
those of us who follow Him.  As we observe Palm 
Sunday in our Christian faith traditions, let’s re-
member to celebrate Jesus and the salvation we 

have because of Him 

 

 

 On Great and Holy Friday the Orthodox Church 
commemorates the death of Christ on the Cross. 
This is the culmination of the observance of His 

Passion by which our Lord suffered and died for our 
sins. This commemoration begins on Thursday 

evening with the Matins of Holy Friday and con-
cludes with a Vespers on Friday afternoon that ob-
serves the un-nailing of Christ from the Cross and 

the placement of His body in the tomb  

 
 

Great Lent is a time to prepare, to make ourselves 
ready to experience the glorious Resurrection of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. With our journey 
nearing its end, we approach a more intense period of 
preparation: Holy Week. This week is beautiful and 
inspiring, but it can also be incredibly exhausting. 
The hustle and bustle of our daily life may start to 

overwhelm us during this precious, edifying time and 
take away from the joy we are meant to experience as 
we walk with Christ to His Passion and rejoice with 

Him in His Resurrection.  Check out our Parish Website 

uocc-stmichael.ca 

for updated information. 

You are invited to come and experience our worship with us, which is the heart of our life and our common 
journey to knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, with His Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Hall For Rent 
 

St. Michael’s Parish Hall 
12918—121 Street 

 
Wheel Chair Accessible 

Air Conditioned 
Seats 180 for Banquet 

Plenty of Parking 
In house catering & bar service available. 

$500.00 rent plus damage deposit 
For more information & booking contact 

 
Jim Kniazky—780-474-4394 

Your Prayer Corner! 

 

 

President’s Message 
Христос воскрес!               Воістину 

воскрес! 

Christ Is Risen!                           Indeed He Is 
Risen! 

Joe Bodnar 

We are rapidly approaching the Easter season 
when we will celebrate the Resurrection of 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  I would liketo take 
this time to wish all of you the very best of 
health and happiness.  May you enjoy the 

blessed season with friends and family. 

     Our members have been working hard to 
prepare for Easter and hope to see you at 
some of the activities that are planned. 

     You will find information regarding these 
activities throught this Bulletin.  Please mark 
your calendar and plan to attend as many as 
you would like to and able to.  We would be 
happy to see you. 

      NEW EXECUTIVE : The new parish execu-
tive was elected February February 22 , 2026.  
We are happy to announce there are new 
people being added to the group.  We are 
looking to meeting all of you in Church,  We 
hope we will be successful in all endeavours 
this year. 

     Our first executive meeting will be held 
Saturday, April 18, 2026 at  9 a.m. in the Par-
ish Meeting Room.  As always any member of 
the parish is welcome to attend. 

      GREETINGS :  On behalf of the Church 
Board, I  wish Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Victor  
and Dobrodyka Marusia Lakusta and their 
family good health, happiness and prosperity 
during the Easter season and  beyond, 

      PARTICIPATION  :  At St. Micheal’s we 
have a very good core of workers—however 
this is a very small group in numbers.  We are 
always looking for additional help to make 
our  job of maintaining our parish easier.  I 
you are interested in helping out please feel 
free to call Joe Bodnar at 780-437-6353 or 
contact the Parish Office at 780-454-8335 and 
leave message.  We would be so happy to 
welcome you at any of our activities during 
the year.  

Please enjoy this blessed time of the year/ 

Good Wishes for 2006 

 

################################### 


